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SUBJECT: ACME-B ULKFRIDGE APPLICATION 
REF:; CANBERRA 0243 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO PARA 4 REFTEL, ACME-BULKFRIDGE FILED 
AN INFORMAL COMPLAINT AND NOT A FORMAL APPLICATION WITH 
THE FMC. BECAUSE OF THE RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING THE 
AUSTRALIAN MEAT BOARD (AMB) AND THE DISSOLUTION OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN-EAST COAST USA SHIPPING CONFERENCE, THE 
FMC HAS NOT ACTED UPON THE COMPLIANT. 

1. FYI: FMC BELIEVES THE ISSUE BETWEEN THE AMB AND 
THE FORMER CONFERENCE CARRIERS MUST BE RESOLVED BEFORE 
ANY ACTION CAN BE TAKEN, EVEN INFORMALLY, ON THE ACME 
COMPLAINT. BECAUSE OF THE RECENT ACTIVITIES OF THE 
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AMB VIS-A-VIS THE CARRIERS, THE DEMISE OF THE CONFERENCE, 
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AND THE EXCLUSIVE CARRIAGE OF MEAT BY FIVE OF THE 
FORMER CONFERENCE MEMBERS, THERE IS REALLY NO MEAT AVAIL- 
ABLE TO BE CARRIED BY ACME NOR ANY CONFERENCE FOR IT 
TO OPERATE IN. THUS TO THE FMC, THE COMPLAINT IS MOOT 
AT LEAST UNTIL THE AMB-CARRIER ISSUE IS RESOLVED. 

NONE OF THIS, HOWEVER, PRECLUDES ACME FROM THE RIGHT TO 
MAKE A FORMAL COMPLAINT WITH THE FMC. SUCH ACTION WOULD 
PROBABLY BE HELD IN ABEYANCE UNTIL THE AMB MATTER IS 
RESOLVED. END FYI. KISSINGER 
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